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Creating a mini meadow with native grasses like Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) and Purple 
Lovegrass (Eragrostis spectabilis) is an excellent way to transform a small, sunny, dry area into a low-
maintenance, wildlife-friendly garden. Supporting local pollinators and birds can make your space more 
vibrant and meaningful. 
 
Start by selecting a site with full sun and dry to moderately dry soil. These grasses thrive in poor soils 
and don’t need amendments or fertilizers. Clear the area of existing turf or weeds using solarization, 
smothering with cardboard, or careful hand removal. 
 
In early spring or fall, plant container-grown plugs or scatter seed. If seeding, mix native grass seed with 
dry sand for even distribution. Press seeds into the soil, but do not bury deeply—both species need light 
to germinate. Water gently until established. These seasons are ideal for success and help you feel ready 
to start your meadow. 
 
Space Little Bluestem about 18–24 inches apart. This upright grass turns brilliant shades of copper and 
red in fall and provides nesting cover for insects and birds. Tuck in clusters of Purple Lovegrass at edges 
or between Bluestem—its delicate, purple-pink seed heads form a soft, cloud-like haze in late summer. 
 
Once established, maintenance is minimal. Cut back grasses in late winter and remove any aggressive 
weeds that may sneak in. This simple routine can make your meadow a stress-free, rewarding project. 
 
A mini meadow adds visual interest, supports pollinators, and requires no irrigation or fertilizing, 
making it a sustainable and attractive choice for Virginia gardeners seeking native beauty in small 
spaces. Creating one now can enhance your garden's ecosystem and beauty with minimal effort. 
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