
 
 

American Beech Tree 
by Nancy Stephenson, Master Gardener Volunteer 

11/10/2025 

 

The American Beech (Fagus grandifolia) Tree is one of my favorite trees. It is a native tree found in 

Canada, extending west to Wisconsin, and South to East Texas and northern Florida. It is more common 

within the Piedmont area in the mid-Atlantic and along the coastal plain. Some familiar names are Beech, 

Beechnut tree, Red Beech, Ridge Beech, and White Beech. 

 

This tree has smooth, grayish bark that distinguishes it from other trees within the woodland forest where 

it is found, growing in well-drained soil. Its roots are shallow and do not tolerate compacted soil. It 

prefers moist, well-drained, acidic soil and is typically found in woodlands with oaks, hickories, and 

poplar trees. It is a slow-growing plant, generally characterized by low-hanging branches, but once 

mature, it develops a beautiful canopy. At maturity, it can reach 60 – 80 feet tall and can live from 300-

400 years. It tolerates sun and shade. The leaves are 2-6 inches long, toothed, and tapered at the ends. In 

the fall, this tree puts on a spectacular display with leaves turning from green to yellow and then to tan. 

Younger trees will retain their leaves until spring when new growth begins. But the tan coloring speckled 

throughout the forest is more interesting during the winter months than just bare trees. 

 

Beech trees have male and female flowers on the same tree 

(monoecious). The male flowers are yellow, with a red edge. 

Female flowers are yellow and are in pairs. The beech nuts 

produced are triangular in shape and are harvested each fall, 

ripening on the tree. A picture of a branch with its fruit is 

shown below. Deer, black bears, foxes, turkeys, ducks, 

woodpeckers, white breasted nuthatches, crows, blue jays, 

and grouse eat these nuts. This tree hosts more than 125 

butterflies and caterpillars. 

 

The wood of this tree is hard and strong, with a high fuel 

value. The wood is susceptible to splitting and is therefore 

not suitable for use in furniture or construction. The wood is 

odorless and tasteless and thus is used to make cutting 

boards, barrels, and tool handles. 

 

This tree is susceptible to two diseases: beech leaf disease, 

caused by a nematode, and beech bark disease, a native fungus 

that invades after an introduced scale insect feeds on the tree. 

Beech scale and Beech blight aphids can also be a problem. 
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