Recommended Sources of Information

Websites, Apps, Facebook Pages:

Insectidentification.org:  Website does have frequent popups asking for permission to put ads onto your search.  You can scroll through pictures by state and insect order.  You can do a search by a key that takes you through steps to ID an insect.  

Bugguide.net:  Run by amateur naturalists, backed by Iowa State University.  If you want to ID a bug and can’t find it in their guide, then you can send a good picture of the bug for ID and post it on the page.  There is a forum section for discussion and a collection of “frass” pictures (not the best pics for ID of the bugs, but still interesting) as well.

Picture Insect: Bug Identifier:  Online App.  (Free and Pay versions).  One of many identification apps.  Take a picture and submit, get an ID.  This is an app that I personally use.  So far, the identifications it has made for me are decent, but NOT ALWAYS correct.  With apps, you always need to be careful, since they DO make mistakes.  These ID apps collect data from the submissions and use that data (after people correct their results on the app for feedback) to improve their accuracy.  You should always use other, more reliable sources to confirm the ID made from ANY APP that uses a picture submission.  

Facebook Groups:  LOTS OF THEM, GOOD AND BAD!
  I joined one of the groups called Entomology (NOTE: There a lot of groups called Entomology) that was created on Sept 8, 2006.  It is worldwide, so many of the insects and their “ relatives” are things you may never see in your lifetime.  But the people who are in this group by and large tend to be pretty knowledgeable. This group has pretty high standards for submissions.  It is well moderated to eliminate trash talking, stupid comments just to be funny, etc.  I would not ask for an ID without first seriously trying to do the ID myself.  And all requests do require a specific location and date to be posted.  
Insect Identification:  Another international group with rules for members.  Not as formal or restrictive as the Entomology group described above.
Insects and Spiders of Virginia:  Mixed bag as to what you will find when you peruse the site and/or what you will get for response if you post an ID request.  But it is probably worth trying.  



Books:   

Good Bug Bad Bug, 2nd edition.  Jessica Walliser.  2011.   St Lynn’s Press.
Good Garden Bugs.  Mary M. Gardiner, Ph.D.  2015.  Quarry Books.
The Vegetable Garden Pest Handbook.  Susan Mulvihill.  2021.  Cool Springs Press/Quarto Publishing Group
Attracting Beneficial Bugs to your Garden.  Jessica Walliser.  2014.  Timber Press.
Garden Insects of North America:  The Ultimate Guide to Backyard Bugs, 2nd Ed.  Whitney Cranshaw and David Shetlar.  2018.  Princeton University Press.  

Once You Have an identification, preliminary or final, get more info at:

ces.ncsu.edu            NC State extension publications.  NC State has all kinds of amazing information online for the general public!  This applies to horticultural info as well as to farming, gardening, and insect information.  My favorite for all kinds of gardening information!!
pubs.ext.vt.edu       Va Tech extension publications.
University Extension Sites, especially of surrounding states in similar gardening zones.  But often, our insects are widespread, especially east of the Rockies.  U Florida, U MD, Michigan, Wisconsin all have good sites.  
University Entomology Sites.   

